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Introduction

Water production with oil is one of the fundamental
problems of mature oil fields with the cost of over
0.5 dollars per barrel and 40 billion dollars annually
in the world [1]. Meanwhile, the cost of cleaning
and discharge of water was estimated at around 0.15
to 15 dollars per cubic meter of water, which would
impose around 400 million dollars on the company [ 1].
Intelligent well technology decreases water production
that subsequently reduces the costs and increases oil
production [2-4].

Oil companies have encountered some challenges such
as the integration and use of new technologies [5]. In
addition to the issues mentioned above, most of the
oil fields in Iran entering the second half of their lives
are facing numerous other problems, such as pressure
fixation operation, over-harvesting, harvesting
from joint oil fields [6], planning requirements and
policies to optimize production [7, 8], the information
management system [9], lack of equipment, a large
number of beneficiaries of creating intelligent oil
fields, and unwillingness of current suppliers to use
intelligent technology [7].

In this paper, the system dynamic modeling was
utilized to assess the effects of different factors, i.e.,
increasing oil fields’ intelligence and decreasing the
number of well drilling and water production with
oil, on the oil sales profit. System dynamic is an

Accepted: May/01/2022

approach to model and simulate complex physical,
socio-economic, engineering, and medical systems
[10,11] and to identify and analyze the components
and behavior of complex systems in order to observe
the future behavior of the system [12,13]. Identifying
the behavior of complex systems dynamic is not only
controlled by several components but also by the
relationship between the feedback loops inside the
systems [13,14]. Nevertheless, most of the feedback
loops are hidden and distant triggering events [ 1 5]. This
issue means that the future behavior of complicated
systems will be changed by activating hidden feedback
loops due to system shocks [16].

A significant number of investigations deal with
the technical and engineering aspect of oil field
intelligence; however, this paper aimed to assess the
effective factors on creating intelligent oil fields and
surveying the costs, income, and profit of the oil sales
in an intelligent state compared with a conventional
one. First, by utilizing the production data, OPEX and
CAPEX of one of the southwest fields in Iran, as well as
its income and profit were calculated in both complete
conventional and intelligent states. Then, the system
dynamic was designed and simulated to present the
level of policy interests in decreasing water production
and the cost of drilling in the intelligent field.
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Materials and Methods The experts’ opinions on the
intelligent oil industry and the employed managers
in the oil field were applied to assess the effective
factors on intelligent oil fields and their impact rate.
Afterwards, by utilizing the production data, OPEX
and CAPEX, the income and discounted cash flow of
the field in the conventional state were calculated with
the costs of each oil barrel and the different cash flows
(6.25%, 10%, and 15%), respectively. Afterwards, the
conventional oil production value was generalized to
the intelligent state by three coefficients (3%, 5%, and
10%) and the income and discounted cash flow were
calculated again in the intelligent state.

Eventually, the relationship between the effective
factors extracted from the questioner and surveys
about policy interests and the variation of oil field
intelligence was assessed. The process of increasing
the intelligence growth coefficient, the effect of
operational integrity on decreasing the cost of well
drilling, and the intelligent equipment efficiency on
water production with oil were evaluated, and the
impact of making the oil field intelligent on the income
and NPV was determined.

Income and NPV Calculation

Generally, discounted cash flow is increased by growing
the cost of each oil barrel. This will be profitable even
at a high cost with low cash flow. However, if the
cost of each barrel is 30 dollars, the profitability will
be just 1.02% more than conventional sate in 6.25%
cash flow. It should be noted that the best profitability
of the intelligent field occurs when the recovery rate
is increased by 10% over the conventional state if the
maximum intelligent equipment is utilized.

Dy CPEX.

Fig. 1 System dynamic model.

System Dynamic Design Model

According to Figure 1, the policymakers’ willingness to
change the oil fields’ technology depends on direct and
indirect factors. Major additive factors are the ratio of
harvested oil to the oil proved reserve and the ratio of
profit of the total oil produced to the oil proved profit.
Moreover, the fundamental decreasing factors are the
lack of equipment and the power of current suppliers.
These mentioned factors have the specified effective
coefficient, and all the additive and decreasing factors
were presented in the model with an impact capacity.

The First Scenario

The simulation was performed for 14 years of field
activities, and the impact of changing the price
of each oil barrel (from 80 dollars to 30 and 100
dollars) on daily profit, policymakers’ willingness, the
intelligence growth coefficient, CAPEX, the cost of
water production, and the overall costs was assessed.
Several variables remarkably increased with the
change of the price of each barrel from 80 dollars to
100 dollars; the policymakers’ willingness grew from
52.5% to 65%, the intelligence growth coefficient
increased from 45% to around 55%, and daily profit
rose from 5.25 to 7 billion dollars.

The CAPEX variables that refer to the costs of drilling
the well decreased from 4.2 to around 4.1 million
dollars, the water production cost reduced from 175
to 160 dollars, and the total cost dropped from 4.3 to
around 4.25 million dollars. By decreasing the price
of each oil barrel to 30 dollars, the policymakers’
willingness and the intelligence growth coefficient
were reduced to 25% and 25%, respectively. In
addition, the most significant problem is that the daily
profit value was 1.75 billion dollars.
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The First Scenario

The simulation was performed for 14 years of field
activities, and the impact of changing the price
of each oil barrel (from 80 dollars to 30 and 100
dollars) on daily profit, policymakers’ willingness, the
intelligence growth coefficient, CAPEX, the cost of
water production, and the overall costs was assessed.
Several variables remarkably increased with the
change of the price of each barrel from 80 dollars to
100 dollars; the policymakers’ willingness grew from
52.5% to 65%, the intelligence growth coefficient
increased from 45% to around 55%, and daily profit
rose from 5.25 to 7 billion dollars.

The CAPEX variables that refer to the costs of drilling
the well decreased from 4.2 to around 4.1 million
dollars, the water production cost reduced from 175
to 160 dollars, and the total cost dropped from 4.3 to
around 4.25 million dollars. By decreasing the price
of each oil barrel to 30 dollars, the policymakers’
willingness and the intelligence growth coefficient
were reduced to 25% and 25%, respectively. In
addition, the most significant problem is that the daily
profit value was 1.75 billion dollars.

The Second Scenario

In this section, the multi-effect of the lack of equipment
andthe power of current suppliers (from 20%to 10% and
30%) was assessed on the variation of policymakers’
willingness to change the technology, the intelligence
growth coefficient, operational integrity, the water
production cost, CAPEX, income, and daily profit.
According to previous studies and the interviews, the
lack of new equipment has a remarkable impact on the
power of current suppliers. In this situation, managers
prefer to contract with the current suppliers, since they
are effective in determining which technology to use to
develop the oil field.

The intelligence condition was improved by decreasing
the variables of the lack of equipment and the power
of current suppliers from 20% to 10% and increasing
the policymakers’ willingness from 52.5% to 85%, the
intelligence growth coefficient from 45% to 70%, and
daily profit from 5.480 to 5.485 billion dollars.

On the other hand, when the variables of the lack of
equipment and the power of current suppliers were
increased from 20% to 30%, and the policymakers’
willingness reached 25% and the intelligence growth
coefficient reached to 30% and daily profit reached to
5.479 billion dollars.

Conclusions

This paper aimed to assess the advantages of creating
intelligent oil fields with an emphasis on policymakers’
behavior towards the intelligence varieties. To this end,
first, the factors affecting the increase in or decrease of
the policymakers’ willingness to change technology
and create intelligent oil fields were identified by

Petroleum Research, 2022(August-September), Vol. 32, No. 124

the questioner and interviews with experts and oil
industry managers. Then, the NPV in conventional
and intelligent fields was compared using the data of
14 years of activities of one of the southwest fields in
Iran. Eventually, the system dynamic was designed by
using the questioner and the field data to assess several
variables such as the effect of policymakers’ reaction
to making the oil field intelligent on intelligence
growth coefficient, decreasing the drilling cost due to
operational integrity, reducing the water production
owing to intelligent equipment, and decreasing the
NPV. The results of this research are presented below:
* By making the fields intelligent during the utilization,
the discounted cash flow in the lowest level was 1.02%
more than the conventional state (i.e., 30 dollars for
each barrel, 6.25% cash flow, and 3% increased
production), and in the best level was 1.09% more than
the conventional state (i.e., 100 dollars for each barrel,
15% cash flow, and 10% increased production).

* The changes in the price of each oil barrel have a
significant effect on making oil fields intelligent. In this
paper, policymakers’ willingness increased to 65%,
the intelligence growth coefficient rose to 45%, and
the daily profit increased to 7 billion dollars by raising
the price to 100 dollars. In addition, policymakers’
willingness decreased to 25%, the intelligence growth
coefficient dropped to 25%, and the daily profit
reduced to 1.75 billion dollars by lowering the price
to 30 dollars.

* By decreasing the variables of the lack of
equipment and the power of current suppliers to
10%, policymakers’ willingness increased to 85%,
the intelligence growth coefficient rose to 70%, and
the daily profit increased to 5.485 billion dollars.
This condition can be improved by the purchase and
utilization of intelligent equipment and transferring
the income of oil sales.

e On the other hand, when the variables of the lack
of equipment and the power of current suppliers were
increased to 30%, policymakers’ willingness decreased
to 25%, indicating that they preferred to use the old
and current approaches. In addition, the intelligence
growth coefficient reached to 30% and daily profit
reached to 5.479 billion dollars.

According to the results, policymakers’ willingness
is affected by the reducing factors such as the lack
of equipment and power of the current suppliers and
the increasing factors, e.g., the oil value and the oil
sales profit. The procedure of intelligent technology
growth of the oil fields will be improved by growing
policymakers’ willingness as a result of which the cost
of drilling and the water production with oil will be
decreased. All of the mentioned factors can lead to
increasing the profit and provide the ability to operate
from joint oil fields.
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